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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1946. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Malmesbury. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1946.  This  report  is  based  on  Ministry 

of  Health  Circular  13/47  dated  the  13th  March,  1947. 

• 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  L.  BROOMHEAD,  m.d., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  (in  acres)  .  .  202 

Population  (1946)  2556 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1946  according  to 

Rate  Book)  801 

Rateable  Value  £"12,352 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  £"49-6-0 


Vital  Statistics  for  1946. 

Total  M 


Live  Births  40  20 

Legitimate  38  18 

Illegitimate  2  2 

Birth  Rate  (per  1000  population) 

Still  Births  1  1 

Rate  (per  1000  total  population) 

Deaths  43  17 

Death  Rate  (per  1000  population) 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  .  0  0 

Puerperal  Sepsis  0  0 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  .  0  0 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  1  1 

All  Infants  per  1000  live  births 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  1  1 

legitimate  live  births 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1000 

illegitimate  live  births  .  0  0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  7  2 

,,  Measles  (all  ages)  .  0  0 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  0  0 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  0  0 

,,  Influenza  .  3  0 

,,  Respiratory  Diseases 

(21,22,23)  4  3 

,,  Diseases  of  Heart  &  Blood 

Vessels  (18,  19,  20)  .  19  7 
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Deaths  from  all  causes. 


Cause  Male  Female  Total 

Typhoid  and  parat.  fevers  0  0  0 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  .  0  0  0 

Scarlet  fever  0  0  0 

Whooping  cough  .  0  0  0 

Diphtheria  .  .  0‘  0  0 

Tuberculosis  of  resp.  sys.  2  0  2 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  0  0  0 

Syphilitic  diseases  .  0  0  0 

Influenza  0  3  3 

Measles  0  0  0 

Ac.  polio-myel.  and  polio-enceph.  .  0  0  0 

Ac.  inf.  enceph.  0  0  0 

Cancer  of  buc.  cav.  &  oseoph.  (M)  uterus  (F)  0  0  0 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  .  0  0  0 

Cancer  of  breast  .  0  2  2 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  2  3  5 

Diabetes  0  0  0 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  2  5  7 

Heart  dis.  5  5  10 

Other  dis.  of  circ.  system  0  2  2 

Bronchitis  2  1  3 

Pneumonia  0  0  0 

Other  resp.  dis.  .  .  10  1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  of  duodenum  .  10  1 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years  .• .  0  0  0 

Appendicitis  0  0  0 

Other  digve.  dis.  .  0  0  0 

Nephritis  0  0  0 

Puer.  and  post-abort  sepsis  0  0  0 

Other  maternal  causes .  0  0  0 

Prem.  birth  0  0  0 

Con.  mal.  birth  inj.  infant,  dis.  1  0  1 

Suicide  0  0  0 

Road  traffic  acc.  .....  .  112 

Other  violent  causes  .  .  0  11 

All  other  causes  0  3  3 

Total  17  26  43 


Prevalence  of  Infectious  Diseases, 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  occurring  in 
the  Borough  during  the  year  1946. 


Disease 

Total  cases  notified 

Cases  admitted  to  Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

Measles 

2 

0 

Poliemyelitis 

0 

0 

Typhoid  Fever 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

0 

b 

Dy  sen  try 

0 

0 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality. 


Age 
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Water  Supplies. 

Water  is  supplied  to  the  Borough,  and  to  adjoining  areas 
of  the  Rural  District  Council  in  bulk,  from  two  sources,  namely, 
from  a  Borehole  153  feet  deep  at  Park  Road,  and  from  three 
shallow  springs  at  Holloway.  The  two  sources  have  given  a 
satisfactory  supply,  as  regards  both  quantity  and  quality. 

Chlorination  by  the  drip  feed  method  is  regularly  carried 
out  at  both  sources. 

The  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  have  prepared  two 
alternative  schemes  for  improving  the  water  supply  in  the 
Borough. 

Bacteriological  examination  of  the  two  sources  of  supply 
from  samples  taken  on  the  13th  December,  1946,  give  the 
following  results. 

Park  Road  Source. 

Total  colonies  growing  at  37°c  in  48  hours  :  2  per  1  m.l.  of 
water  Number  of  Coli.  Aerogenes  organisms  per  100  m.l.  at 
37°c  :  Nil.  Number  of  Fsecal  Types  of  B  Coli  per  100  m.l. 
growing  at  44°c  :  Nil. 

Opinion. 

Bacteriological  examination  shows  no  evidence  whatsoever 
of  harmful  pollution. 

Holloway  Source. 

Total  colonies  growing  at  37°c  in  48  hours :  1  per  1  m.l.  of 
water.  Number  of  Coli.  Aerogenes  organisms  per  100  m.l.  at 
37°c  :  Nil.  Number  of  Fsecal  Types  of  B.  Coli  per  100  m.l. 
growing  at  44°c  :  Nil. 

Opinion. 

Bacteriological  examination  shows  no  evidences  of  harmful 
pollution  whatsoever. 

Chlorination  plants  are  available  at  both  Holloway  and 
Park  Road  Sources.  Chlorination  is  particularly  needed  for  the 
Holloway  source  as  inspection  of  the  surface  springs  has  shown 
that,  due  to  their  close  proximity  to  the  river,  there  is  a  distinct 
possibility  that  pollution  will  occur  during  times  of  flood. 
Further,  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  chlorination  plant  at 
Holloway  is  adequate.  It  is  understood  that  the  Borough  of 
Malmesbury  is  contemplating  an  improvement  in  the  water 
supply  to  the  Borough  and  that  the  Consulting  Engineer  will 
be  asked  to  report  thereon. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  whole  of  the  Borough  is  served  by  an  obsolete  system 
of  sewers,  which  discharge,  through  small  catchpits,  into  the 
river.  There  are  no  works  for  the  treatment  and  disposal  of 
sewage.  Pollution  of  the  River  Avon  occurs  and  the  installation 
of  sewage  disposal  works  and  new  sewers  is  necessary.  The 
Council  is  now  giving  consideration  to  the  above. 


Food. 

(a)  Milk. 

Number  of  producers  in  the  area  .  One 

Number  of  milk  retailers  in  the  area  .  Four 

Number  of  accredited  producers  and/or  dealers  '  None 
Pasteurisation  plants  .  None 

(b)  Meat. 

Meat  inspection  and  condemnations  .  60  lbs. 


Other  foodstuffs  condemned  5  cwt.  3  qrs.  17  lbs. 

(c)  Ice-Cream. 


Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale 

of  ice-cream  .  Four 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  manufacture 

for  the  purpose  of  sale  of  ice-cream  .  Two 


School  Children. 

In  addition  to  the  usual  re-inspection,  271  children  in  the 
Routine  Age-groups  were  examined  during  the  year  under 
review,  of  these  55.35%  were  found  to  be  of  normal  nutrition  and 
11.43%  were  excellent.  30.63%  were  found  to  be  slightly  sub¬ 
normal  and  2.59 %  badly  under-nourished. 


Closure  of  Schools  during  1946. 

Nil. 


Milk  in  Schools  Scheme. 


Average  attendance,  October,  1946  .  655 

No.  taking  milk  on  a  day  in  October,  1946  418  (63.8%) 

Pasteurised  milk  supplied  to  .  418  children 


By  the  end  of  1946,  every  school  had  a  supply  of  fresh  milk 
daily,  provided  free  of  cost,  but  limited  for  the  present  to  one- 
third  pint  per  child. 

School  milk  supplies  are  sampled  by  the  County  Sanitary 
Inspector  for  biological  examination  four  times  a  year  and 
endeavours  are  made  by  the  Veterinary  Inspectors  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  to  undertake  clinical  examinations  of  the  accred¬ 
ited  and  non -designated  herds  four  times  annually.  This  is  not 
always  possible,  however,  owing  to  shortage  of  staff. 


School  Meals  Service. 

October,  1946.  No.  of  children  receiving  mid-day  meals  at 
school  : 

Full  or  part  payment — 107.  Free — 70. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  numbers  of  children 
have  been  successfully  immunised  : 

Ages  1-4—145  (71.7%).  Ages  5-14—358  (100%). 

Total— 503  (94.5%). 


